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As 2021 draws to a close I suspect few of us could have foreseen the past year. In the early part of the year, as 
COVID-19 vaccination gathered pace, like many, I was hopeful that we would be seeing coronavirus in the rear-
view mirror by the end of the year ― only then to find ourselves in the midst of another wave of cases. 
 
Despite all the headwinds of coronavirus and the impact of working from home, Veterinary Evidence has 
continued to flourish, publishing more papers this year than last. Published papers have covered an amazing 
range of different topics, illustrating not just the wide diversity of questions that are being answered, but the 
depth and breadth of the team of reviewers that give their time to extend veterinary knowledge, supported by 
a dedicated group of assistant editors and staff at the journal who coordinate activity, ensure standards, and 
continue to develop the journal. 
 
As a journal, Veterinary Evidence is maturing with two of the main focuses this year being to further develop 
our internal journal systems ― which has allowed us to apply for membership of COPE (Committee on 
Publication Ethics) ― and work towards improving the discoverability and accessibility of our published 
papers. In order to achieve this, the team is working hard to redesign our current website and fulfil the criteria 
for inclusion in other citation databases beyond CAB Abstracts, such as Medline. 
 
We have been delighted this year to expand our Editorial Board ensuring, as the journal grows, we have the 
necessary range of skills on the Board to maintain high quality, effective reviews delivered in a timely manner. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our reviewers and everyone who has served on the Board this 
year for their tireless efforts on behalf of Veterinary Evidence – without your support the journal could not 
exist. This year the Board has had three online meetings, more than ever before, which have been essential in 
helping develop the strategy for Veterinary Evidence over the coming years, expanding the influence and 
reach of the journal with various strategic initiatives. Other key areas have included developing our policy on 
standard terminology, looking at the best ways to ensure Knowledge Summaries remain current and working 
towards making editorial decisions as consistent as possible. 
 
And finally… a huge thank you to everyone who works for and supports Veterinary Evidence, wishing you all a 
safe and productive 2022. 
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Intellectual Property Rights 

Authors of Knowledge Summaries submitted to RCVS Knowledge for publication will retain 

copyright in their work, and will be required to grant RCVS Knowledge a non-exclusive license 

of the rights of copyright in the materials including but not limited to the right to publish, re-

publish, transmit, sell, distribute and otherwise use the materials in all languages and all 

media throughout the world, and to license or permit others to do so. 

 

Disclaimer 

Any opinions expressed in articles and other publication types published in Veterinary Evidence are the author's own and 

do not necessarily reflect the view of the RCVS Knowledge. Veterinary Evidence is a resource to help inform, and the 

content herein should not override the responsibility of the practitioner. Practitioners should also consider factors such as 

individual clinical expertise and judgement along with patient’s circumstances and owners’ values. Authors are 

responsible for the accuracy of the content. While the Editor and Publisher believe that all content herein are in accord 

with current recommendations and practice at the time of publication, they accept no legal responsibility for any errors 

or omissions, and make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to material contained within. 

For further information please refer to our Terms of Use. 

 

RCVS Knowledge is the independent charity associated with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS). Our 

ambition is to become a global intermediary for evidence based veterinary knowledge by providing access to information 

that is of immediate value to practicing veterinary professionals and directly contributes to evidence based clinical 

decision-making. 

https://www.veterinaryevidence.org/ 

 

RCVS Knowledge is a registered Charity No. 230886. 
Registered as a Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales No. 598443. 
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